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Deep-Diving into UK
sport fans’ Predictions,
Preferences, and the 
"It’s Coming Home" Factor
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The 2026 World Cup is already sparking strong
interest and the British public is locked in. 
Early data shows that the nation is ready to tune in.
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WORLD CUP

Q: How closely do you plan to follow each of the following sporting events in 2026?



The UK shows sharp intergenerational
divides: far more younger fans plan to
follow the World Cup closely three
weeks before kickoff than those aged
55+.

In the UK, the earlier communication
about the World Cup begins, the more
likely it will reach younger sports fans.

ATTENTION START

Q: The Premier League season ends on 24 May 2026, and the 2026 FIFA World Cup Group Stage begins on 11 June
2026. When do you expect to start following the FIFA World Cup more closely?
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We asked UK fans to weigh in on which tournament
offers the higher quality of football, and here are the
results:

A slim majority still believe the global stage offers
the highest level of play
One-third of fans are sitting on the fence, rating
both tournaments as equal in quality.
10% of respondents reckon the EURO actually
outclasses the World Cup.
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WORLD CUP VS. EURO

Q: Which tournament do you believe features a higher overall quality of football?



WORLD CUP / VOICE OF UK FANS
We surveyed UK sports fans on the tournament's two
bold innovations: for the first time, the World Cup
spans three host nations and expands to 48 teams.

Though the rationale for these shifts seems clear, our
focus was on why fans view them as misguided…

3
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MULTIPLE HOST COUNTRIES
In the UK, generational attitudes diverge
sharply – the oldest sports fans view
multiple hosts considerably more
negatively than the youngest age group.

Q: The 2026 FIFA World Cup is the first to be hosted by three countries: Canada, Mexico, and the United States. Overall,
do you think having multiple host countries is a bad decision, a good decision, or neither?
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MULTIPLE HOST COUNTRIES
REASONS

Q: The 2026 FIFA World Cup is the first to be hosted by three countries: Canada, Mexico, and the United States. Overall, do you think having multiple host countries is a bad decision, a good decision, or neither?
Q: What are the main reasons for you to think that having multiple host countries is a bad decision? Please select up to three options:

Increased costs for fans

Greater travel distances

Time zone differences

Challenges in transportation, scheduling, and rest

Difficulty in maintaining a consistent atmosphere

Unequal weather and climate conditions

Teams experience unfair playing conditions

Environmental impact 

Security challenges



48 TEAMS FORMAT
Expanding the tournament from 32 to 48
teams garners more positive views
overall than hosting across multiple
countries.

Yet in the UK, a familiar generational
split emerges, with older fans showing
greater skepticism toward the team
expansion than younger fans.

Q: The 2026 FIFA World Cup will be the first to include 48 teams, up from 32 in previous editions. Overall, do you think
expanding the tournament to 48 teams is a bad decision, a good decision, or neither?
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48 TEAMS FORMAT / REASONS

Commercial gain for FIFA prioritised
over tournament quality

The tournament loses prestige due to
an increased number of teams

Group stage will have more one-sided
(unbalanced) matches

Higher risk of player injuries and
burnout due to more matches

Traditional World Cup format and
heritage are diminished

Club football schedules disrupted by
expanded tournament

Extended tournament length reduces
overall enjoyment

More matches make it harder for fans
to follow the tournament

The most common reason why fans think
that expanding to 48 teams was a bad
decision is attributed to the preference
for commercial gain over the quality of
the tournament. 

Q: The 2026 FIFA World Cup will be the first to include 48 teams, up from 32 in previous editions. Overall, do you think expanding the tournament to 48 teams is a bad decision, a good decision, or neither?
Q: What are the main reasons for you to think that the 48-team format is a bad decision? Please select up to three options:



QUALITY OF NATIONAL TEAM
More than half UK sport fans rate their
Three Lions as better than before.

Q: How would you rate the overall quality of players in England’s current expected national team lineup compared to the lineups from
previous World Cups that you can remember of?
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QUALITY OF NATIONAL TEAM

Q: In your opinion, what are the biggest STRENGTHS of the current England national football team? Please select up to three options:
Q: And in your opinion, what are the biggest WEAKNESSES of the current England national football team? Please select up to three options:

WEAKNESSES sTRENGHTS
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WORLD CUP / FINALS PREDICTION

ENGLAND

SPAIN

ARGENTINA

BRAZIL

FRANCE

GERMANY

PORTUGAL

2026: The Year of the Three Lions? Confidence is
surging in the UK, with nearly half of all fans backing
England to reach the 2026 World Cup Final. While
the public expects a deep run, they’ve already picked
their favorite opponent: a heavyweight showdown
against Spain is the #1 predicted final matchup.

Q: Which two national teams do you predict will play in the 2026 FIFA World Cup final?



WORLD CUP/LOOKING FORWARD TO…

National pride and celebrations in your country

Breakthrough performances by underdog teams

Shocks caused by favoured teams not advancing

Dramatic moments such as penalty shootouts

Individual performances of the most famous players

Historic rivalries reignited on the global stage

Family and friends viewing experiences and watch-parties

Discovering young talents (under 21 years old)

Cultural diversity and unity among fans worldwide

Player transfers after the tournament

Forget the technicalities – UK fans are here
for the theater of sport. Whether it's the
tension of a penalty shootout (32%) or the
shock of a giant-killing (32%), the British
public is staying faithful to its Shakespearean
roots. Expect high stakes and even higher
emotions

Q: Which of the following are you most looking forward to in connection with the 2026 FIFA World Cup? Please select up to three options:
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MATCHES AFTER MIDNIGHT
Love for football lasts past midnight – most
fans will probably or definitely watch the
matches live. 

Q: Due to time differences and the risk of high daytime temperatures in the host countries, some matches involving England may start around or after midnight local time. 
If England had a match starting around or after midnight, which of the following best describes what you would do?
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TOP10 PLAYERS & TEAMS 
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Harry Kane

Mohamed Salah

Cristiano Ronaldo

Lionel Messi

Bukayo Saka

Declan Rice

Erling Haaland

Bruno Fernandes

Cole Palmer

Jude Bellingham

Manchester United

Liverpool

Arsenal

Chelsea

Manchester City

England national team

Tottenham Hotspur

Newcastle United

West Ham United

Leeds United

FaVOURITE PLAYERS FaVOURITE TEAMS

Q: Who is your favourite male sports player? Q: Who is your favourite male sports team? 



Survey:
The survey explored expectations and attitudes towards the
2026 FIFA World Cup among UK sports fans.

Sample:
Sports fans that have looked for sports results 
online in the past 30 days (M/F).
N = 2000 UK

Adjusted for:
Age
NUTS 1 region

Data collection:
Data collection took place during October 2025.
Respondents were recruted by TGM research.

Survey used more than ten response quality checks 
(during and post-hoc) to ensure high quality sample. 

The survey is independent and is not affiliated with,
sponsored by, or endorsed by FIFA.

ABOUT tHIS SURVEY
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